
The PLP, 2001-2005
(and beyond)
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Largest rebellions since 2001

Issue N 
Iraq 139 
Top Up Fees 72 
Foundation Hospitals 65 
Prevention of Terrorism 62 
Faith Schools 46 
Immigration  43 
Firefighters 41 

 

 



The rebel top ten
Jeremy Corbyn 148
John McDonnell 135
Dr Lynne Jones 103
Robert Marshall-Andrews 102
Brian Sedgemore 98
Robert Wareing 97
Alan Simpson 96
Kelvin Hopkins 87
Harry Barnes 81
Dennis Skinner 76



The poodles ‘myth’: 1997-2001

• 96 separate rebellions

• 4th largest average in post-war period

• 133 rebels in total

• Rebellion on increase before the 2001 

election 



Size of rebellions, 2001-2005
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Reasons for increasing rebellion

• The issues

• The decline of self-discipline

• Ex-ministers: 90+

• Ex-would-be ministers: 75

• Growing number of rebels: 200+
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Number of issues (out of a total of 11) rebelled on so far this Parliament
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Clive Betts John Battle Richard Burden Ann Clywd Iain Coleman Roger Berry Harold Best Ronnie Campbell Diane Abbott John Austin Harry Barnes Kelvin Hopkins
Nick Brown Joe Benton Colin Burgon Tom Cox Ian Davidson Martin Caton Bill Etherington Michael Clapham Andrew Bennett Neil Gerrard Jeremy Corbyn John McDonnell
Tony Colman Bob Blizzard Helen Clark Tam Dalyell Gwyneth Dunwoody Frank Cook Gordon Prentice Harry Cohen Ian Gibson Terry Lewis Lynne Jones Dennis Skinner
Jon Cruddas Keith Bradley Tony Clarke Valerie Davey Clive Efford Jim Cousins David Taylor* John Cryer Kate Hoey Alice Mahon Brian Sedgemore
Barbara Follett Kevin Brennan Jim Cunningham Hilton Dawson Dai Havard Ann Cryer Mike Wood Llew Smith R. Marshall-Andrews Robert Wareing
Stephen Hesford Anne Campbell Terry Davis Andrew Dismore Doug Henderson Denzil Davies Jim Marshall
Brian Jenkins David Clelland Janet Dean Frank Dobson Tony Lloyd Mark Fisher Alan Simpson
John Mann Robin Cook Jim Dobbin David Drew Linda Perham Paul Flynn
Michael Meacher David Crausby Paul Farrelly Eric Illsley Jon Trickett David Hinchliffe
Sandra Osborne Frank Doran Win Griffiths Jon Owen Jones Glenda Jackson
Colin Pickthall Angela Eagle Fabian Hamilton Andrew Mackinlay Peter Kilfoyle
Andrew Reed Huw Edwards David Heyes Julie Morgan Christine McCafferty
Barbara Roche Louise Ellman Joan Humble George Mudie Kevin McNamara
Mark Tami John Grogan Alan Hurst Denis Murphy Gwyn Prosser
Dennis Turner Lindsay Hoyle Andy King Geraldine Smith Phil Sawford
Keith Vaz Brian Iddon Alan Meale Desmond Turner Rudi Vis

Helen Jackson Martin O'Neill Joan Walley
Kevan Jones Diana Organ
Helen Jones Albert Owen
Martyn Jones Ken Purchase
Alan Keen Malcolm Savidge
David Lepper Debra Shipley
Ian Lucas Chris Smith
Iain Luke Gerry Steinberg
Khalid Mahmood George Stevenson
Rob Marris Paul Truswell
Ann McKechin Betty Williams
John McWilliam
Eddie O'Hara
Stephen Pound
Joyce Quin
Geoffrey Robinson
Joan Ruddock
Martin Salter
Mohammad Sarwar
Clare Short
Marsha Singh
Brian White
Alan Williams
Tony Worthington
Derek Wyatt

Top up fees EDM signers, 
by previous rebellion
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Clive Betts John Battle Richard Burden Ann Clywd Iain Coleman Roger Berry Harold Best Ronnie Campbell Diane Abbott John Austin Harry Barnes Kelvin Hopkins
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Mark Tami John Grogan Alan Hurst Denis Murphy Gwyn Prosser
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Marsha Singh
Brian White
Alan Williams
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Costs of being naughty, 2003

• Super loyal: 80%

• Loyal: 50%

• Rebel: 0%



Reshuffle strategy

• Punishment for deviants

• Recycling of ministers

• Offer hope to the frustrated

• Redemption to occasional sinners



No defeats, but…

• Select Committee appointments
• Withdrawn proposals for Lords Reform
• Changes (emasculation?) of  Foundation 

Hospitals
• Changes to top-up fees
• Changes to anti-terrorism legislation
• Fox hunting
• And after 2005?



Retirements

• 70% rebelled, cf 51% for PLP as whole

• Includes 10 of most rebellious 30
• 12% of PLP going, cf 33% of hardcore 

rebels



Labour MPs defeated
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Real and nominal majorities, 2005-
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Final thoughts

• Will rebels do better at polls?
• (Who knows?)

• Smaller majority – better behaved MPs?
• (Yes, but it’s not auto-corrective)
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