More interesting than it looks at first:

The Second Reading of the ID cards Bill

PHILIP COWLEY and MARK STUART*
Last night (28 June 2005) saw three separate rebellions on the Identity Cards Bill, with the Government’s majority to falling to 27 at one point.

In the first vote the Government’s majority was more than halved (to 31) when 20 Labour MPs voted against the Bill’s Second Reading.  David Taylor also cast what by now is becoming his trademark deliberate abstention – by voting in both lobbies – and there were some abstentions, thought to be fewer than ten, by Labour MPs.  Earlier, a rebel reasoned amendment in the name of Dr Lynne Jones, which had been signed by around 20 Labour MPs was withdrawn; instead, the rebels chose to concentrate their fire against Second Reading.

Two of the Labour rebels were new MPs – Katy Clark (Ayrshire North & Arran), a former union official, and Linda Riordan, former secretary to Alice Mahon, whom she succeeded as the MP for Halifax.  As we have shown previously, MPs who rebel very early in their parliamentary career almost always rebel frequently in the future.
  The whips can therefore expect more trouble from Clark and Riordan in the future.

Of the remaining 18 Second Reading rebels, all but two had already voted against the government over the issue, rebelling over the Bill introduced into the 2001 parliament.  The two exceptions were two Frank Cook and John Smith (Vale of Glamorgan).  Cook had abstained over aspects of the legislation in the last Parliament, and had rebelled regularly in the past.  But John Smith appears to have been casting his first ever vote against the Labour Government, having supported the Bill at both Second and Third reading in the last Parliament.

The Government’s majority fell further, to 27, in the subsequent vote on the programme motion when some 22 Labour backbenchers voted against the whip.  Three Labour MPs who had abstained on the Second Reading vote – Neil Gerrard, Dr Ian Gibson and Austin Mitchell – voted against the programme motion, also being joined by David Taylor who chose to vote against the Government, rather than voting twice as he had done on Second Reading.  All four had voted against aspects of the previous Bill in the last Parliament.  Two MPs – David Winnick and John Smith – who had voted against the Government on the Second Reading vote –abstained on the programme motion. 

In the third rebellion of the evening, two Labour backbenchers – Jeremy Corbyn and Glenda Jackson – voted against the Bill’s Money Resolution.  

The votes took the number of rebellions so far this session to five, and involved a total of 24 Labour MPs (listed in the table in the appendix to this paper).  

The Conservatives mustered 180 MPs for the Second Reading vote.  There are believed to have been six unauthorised Conservative absences, suggesting that half a dozen Conservatives stayed away rather than support the Government.  The Liberal Democrats were able to muster a full compliment of 61 MPs (Patsy Calton’s recent death having depleted their numbers by one since the general election), all of whom voted against the legislation..  The DUP’s nine MPs also opposed the Government, despite its leader Rev. Ian Paisley receiving various assurances from the Government.  They were joined by all three SDLP members, six SNP and three Plaid Cymru MPs, the independent MP, Dr Richard Taylor, and the Respect MP, George Galloway – the last casting his first votes in the parliament.  Lady Sylvia Hermon, the UUP’s only MP voted with the Government in the aye lobby – the only non-Labour MP to support the Bill.

The Government appears relatively happy to offer concessions to the rebels, provided that the principle of ID cards is established when the Bill completes its passage. During the debate, the Home Secretary, Charles Clarke gave an assurance of a financial cap on the cost of ID cards, but was not prepared to say what the exact figure would be.  

But it is clear that the Government is not out of the woods yet. There remain a significant number of Labour MPs who are concerned about the cost of the scheme, but who were persuaded to vote for the Bill’s Second Reading on the basis that it was an explicit manifesto commitment.

ID card rebels, 28 June 2005

	Name of MP
	Second Reading
	Programme
	Money

	Abbott, Diane
	X
	X
	

	Clark, Katy
	X
	X
	

	Cook, Frank
	X
	X
	

	Corbyn, Jeremy
	X
	X
	X

	Dunwoody, Gwyneth
	X
	X
	

	Fisher, Mark
	X
	X
	

	Flynn, Paul
	X
	X
	

	Gerrard, Neil
	
	X
	

	Gibson, Ian
	
	X
	

	Hoey, Kate
	X
	X
	

	Hopkins, Kelvin
	X
	X
	X

	Jackson, Glenda
	X
	X
	

	Jones, Lynne
	X
	X
	

	Marshall-Andrews, Bob
	X
	X
	

	McDonnell, John
	X
	X
	

	Mitchell, Austin
	
	X
	

	Riordan, Linda
	X
	X
	

	Short, Clare
	X
	X
	

	Simpson, Alan
	X
	X
	

	Smith, John
	X
	
	

	Taylor, David
	A
	X
	

	Wareing, Bob
	X
	X
	

	Winnick, David
	X
	
	

	Wood, Mike
	X
	X
	


Note: X indicates a vote against the government; A indicates a double vote abstention.
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