Government Majority Slashed to 14: 

The Prevention of Terrorism Bill, Part II
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Last night’s rebellions over the Prevention of Terrorism Bill saw the Government’s majority cut to 14, the second lowest majority since coming to power in 1997.  There were five separate rebellions, with the largest seeing 62 Labour MPs (including tellers) backing a cross party amendment which would have insisted upon a judge determining the restriction of liberty (‘non-derogatory orders’) of terrorist suspects as well as those involving the deprivation of liberty (such as house arrest, which involves a derogation from Article 5 of the Human Rights Act). The latter had already been conceded by Charles Clarke, the Home Secretary in a major concession to his backbench critics, but many MPs still felt that a judge should be involved in all cases involving restriction of liberty, including freedom of movement and association as well as house arrest.

Earlier in the evening, 26 Labour backbenchers had opposed the Bill’s second programme motion, which ensured that both the Committee and Report stages of the Bill were carried through the Commons in just one day. During the Bill’s Committee stage, five Labour MPs supported a Conservative frontbench clause that would have insisted that the Home Secretary consult the Director of Public Prosecutions before bringing forward a control order. Ten Labour MPs also voted against a Government motion that approved of clauses 1-13 of the Bill all in one go. In the fifth and final rebellion of the evening, 30 Labour MPs voted against Third Reading (with David Taylor then also casting what is by now his usual deliberate or ‘positive’ abstention). 

A total of 65 Labour MPs voted against the Government at some point last night, and 69 have now voted against various parts of the Bill since Second Reading.  Had all 69 Labour MPs opposed the Government last night on the same amendment the result would have been tied on 260 votes to 260 votes.  Although the conventions of the Commons would have resulted in the Chair’s vote being cast with the Government in this case, to have had to rely on (what in this case would have been) one of the Deputy Speakers to save the day would have been distinctly embarrassing.  The Government was saved such embarrassment by two factors.  First, three Labour MPs who voted against the Government last night – John Cryer, Sally Keeble and Peter Kilfoyle – did not do so on the main amendment: Keeble voted for the Government on the key amendment, while Cryer and Kilfoyle appear to have abstained. Second, four Labour MPs who had voted against the Bill’s Second Reading either supported the Government on the main amendment (Graham Allen and Bill Etherington) or did not vote (Gordon Prentice and Tony McWalter).

Last night’s rebellion was the largest on a civil liberties issue since Labour came to power in 1997. Indeed, one has to go back to July 1977 to see a larger rebellion on an issue related to terrorism.  Then, 68 Labour MPs had supported an amendment to the Criminal Law Bill that would have allowed a person held under the Prevention of Terrorism Act 1976 to inform a third party of his or her choosing of their arrest and place of detention.  On that occasion, the Government had lost by three votes.  Last night’s largest rebellion consisted of six fewer Labour MPs, a difference of 17 votes in the majority, and – most crucially of all – a Government victory rather than defeat.  But it was a close run thing. 

Labour backbench rebels, Prevention of Terrorism Bill, later stages

	Name
	Second programming motion
	Non-derogatory orders 
	DPP
	Clauses 1 to 13
	3rd Reading

	Abbott, Diane
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Austin, John
	
	X
	
	
	

	Baird Vera
	
	X
	
	
	

	Barnes, Harry
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Bennett, Andrew
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Best, Harold
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Betts, Clive
	
	X
	
	
	

	Burden, Richard
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Campbell, Anne
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Cohen, Harry
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Cook, Frank
	
	X
	
	
	

	Cook, Robin
	
	X
	
	
	

	Corbyn, Jeremy
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Cousins, Jim
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Cryer, John
	X
	
	
	
	

	Cummings, John
	
	X
	
	
	

	Cunningham, Jim
	
	X
	
	
	

	Dalyell, Tam
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Davey, Valerie
	
	X
	
	
	

	Dobson, Frank
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Dunwoody, Gwyneth
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Field, Frank
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Fisher, Mark
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Flynn, Paul
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Follett, Barbara
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Gerrard, Neil
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Gibson, Ian
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Griffiths, Win
	
	X
	
	
	

	Grogan, John
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Hamilton, David
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Havard, Dai
	
	X
	
	
	

	Heyes, David
	
	X
	
	
	

	Hoey, Kate
	X
	X
	
	
	

	Hopkins, Kelvin
	X
	X
	
	X
	

	Jackson, Glenda
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Jones, Lynne
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Keeble, Sally
	X
	
	
	
	

	Kilfoyle, Peter
	
	
	
	
	X

	Lloyd, Tony
	
	X
	
	
	X

	McDonnell, John
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Mackinlay, Andrew
	X
	X
	
	
	

	McNamara, Kevin
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Mahon, Alice
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Marris, Rob
	
	X
	
	
	

	Marshall-Andrews, Bob
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Meacher, Michael
	
	X
	
	
	

	Naysmith, Doug
	
	X
	
	
	

	Pollard, Kerry
	
	X
	
	
	

	Savidge, Malcolm
	
	X
	
	
	

	Sedgemore, Brian
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Short, Clare
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	Simpson, Alan
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	Skinner, Dennis
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	Smith, Chris
	
	X
	
	
	

	Smith, Llew
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Stinchcombe, Paul
	
	X
	
	
	

	Taylor, David
	
	X
	
	
	A

	Trickett, Jon
	
	X
	
	
	

	Turner, Desmond
	
	X
	
	
	

	Wareing, Robert
	X
	X
	
	
	X

	White, Brian
	
	X
	
	
	

	Williams, Alan
	
	X
	
	
	

	Winnick, David
	
	X
	
	
	

	Wood, Mike
	
	X
	
	
	X

	Wyatt, Derek
	
	X
	
	
	


Note: X indicates a vote against the Government; A indicates a vote in both the aye and no lobbies.
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